
DISPELLINGMyths
ABOUT GRANITE PEAK 

EXPANSION



1. DOWNHILL SKIING IS A DECLINING SPORT.     
 FALSE. 
Skier visits in the U.S. have been growing!  The top 3 years (averaging 60 million 
visits per year) all occurring since 2010, including last year’s 59.3 million visits 
and record 10.3 million participants.

2. GRANITE PEAK HAS PLENTY OF TERRAIN.  
 FALSE—GRANITE PEAK LACKS SUFFICIENT SKI  
 TERRAIN. 
Granite Peak is a family destination ski area with a majority of families skiing 
2, 3 or 4 days.  Similar skis areas—like Boyne, Michigan—average 250+ acres of 
ski terrain compared to Granite Peak’s current 150 acres.  With the expansion, 
Granite Peak will have 215 acres which will include a balanced mix of beginner, 
intermediate and advance runs for everyone in the family.  

 FALSE—GRANITE PEAK, IN PARTICULAR, LACKS  
 BEGINNER TERRAIN.  
Granite Peak’s family customers need an abundance of beginner terrain across 
the entire ski area.  All of Granite Peak’s beginner runs are concentrated in one 



narrow area that is confined to the lower ½ of the mountain; with not even a 
single beginner run starting at the top of the mountain.  The expansion would 
add several top-to-bottom beginner runs plus numerous other beginner runs 
across the entire mountain. 

3. AN EXPANSION IS NOT NEEDED BECAUSE GRANITE  
 PEAK IS NOT AT CAPACITY. FALSE.  
At all family destination ski areas, most visits occur on Weekends and Holidays 
when children are not in school.   On all of these days, Granite Peak’s existing 
parking and building facilities—chalet seating space, food and beverage, ski 
school, rentals—are all far too crowded and cannot be expanded in the current 
location to meet customer needs.  The expansion would add a second base 
area with buildings and parking that will solve these problems.

4. THE PURPOSE OF THE EXPANSION IS TO INCREASE  
 OWNER PROFITS. FALSE.  
The owner of Granite Peak has been part of small family-owned ski areas for 
more than 50 years, and Granite Peak is one of the few regional ski 
 destinations that is not owned by a major ski conglomerate.  All profits  



generated by the business plus millions of dollars borrowed from local banks 
have been, and will continue to be, reinvested in new infrastructure for the 
ski area.  The goal of the proposed expansion is the same as the owner’s life’s 
work—to ensure that the ski area will continue to be a viable long-term  
recreation resource for thousands of Midwest families.  The main beneficiaries of 
the expansion would be skiers from the local area and around the Midwest who 
would enjoy a better and more diverse ski experience.  In addition, local hotels,  
restaurants and retail establishments who would benefit from more skiers 
during the winter.  State and local governments would also benefit from higher 
taxes and fees.

5. DOWNHILL SKIING DOES NOT BELONG ON PUBLIC  
 LAND OR IN A STATE PARK. 
 FALSE—A MAJORITY OF U.S. SKIER VISITS OCCUR  
 ON PUBLIC LAND. 
Almost all family destination ski areas located in the Eastern or Western U.S. are 
located on public land, either on U.S. Forest Service land or on state, county or 
municipally owned land.



 FALSE—RIB MOUNTAIN STATE PARK WAS  
 FOUNDED FOR THE PURPOSE OF CREATING A   
 DOWNHILL SKI AREA. 
The original land for the Park was purchased by local civic groups in the 1920’s 
and the primary goal for the Park during the 1920’s and 1930’s was to create a 
downhill ski area. Rib Mountain has enjoyed 85 years of continuous downhill 
skiing, and is one of the oldest ski areas in the U.S. 

6. TOO MUCH OF THE PARK WOULD BE USED FOR   
 DOWNHILL SKIING.  FALSE.  
In the early years of the Park, 60% of the Park’s land was used for downhill 
skiing.  Today, even though 50% Park users are downhill skiers, only 25% of the 
Park land is used for downhill skiing.  
 
With the proposed expansion, even though 75% of the Park’s users would be 
downhill skiers, only 35% of the Park land would be used for downhill skiing.  As 
the DNR adds additional land that has already been identified as future land 
to be part of the Park, the portion of the Park used for downhill skiing would 
decline to 25%.  



7. THE GROWTH OF GRANITE PEAK TO THE WEST   
 WILL DISTURB A NATURAL FOREST OF QUALITY   
 TREES. FALSE. 
There are pockets of pre-settlement tree varieties—hemlock and white pine—
that exist near the top of Rib Mountain.  However, the existing tree varieties in 
the area of the proposed ski runs—white ash, maple and aspen—are second and 
third generation varietals that not only force out pre-settlement varietals but are 
also of the same age without sufficient younger trees to keep the forest healthy.  
Younger trees (including pre-settlement varietals) cannot return without the 
opening up of the canopy such as will occur when ski runs are created.  Granite 
Peak would work closely with the DNR on a forest management plan that will 
promote a healthy forest and a succession of younger trees, to include  
pre-settlement varietals.



8. TAKING TREES DOWN WILL INCREASE THE  
 WATER RUN-OFF FROM RIB MOUNTAIN STATE   
 PARK. FALSE.  
In areas where trees would be removed, grasslands will be established as has 
occurred elsewhere at Granite Peak.  Since grasslands are significantly better 

at controlling water run-off than forests, water run-off would be reduced.  

9. THE GRANITE PEAK EXPANSION WOULD HARM   
 THE “QUARRY”. FALSE.  
The expansion would not include any part of the Quarry.  
(The “quarry” is a portion of Rib Mountain State Park, located to the west 
of the proposed Granite Peak expansion, where 3M Corporation extracted 
quartzite for more than 100 years starting in 1893.)

10. MAKING SNOW WILL INCREASE WATER RUN-OFF  
 ONTO NEIGHBORING RESIDENCES. FALSE. 
Rib Mountain State Park has numerous, naturally-occurring artesian seeps 
and underground moving streams of water that bring large quantities of  



water to the surface year round and that produce run-off year around  
irrespective of snowmaking. Granite Peak has worked with the DNR and local 
town engineers to control any enhanced run-off brought by snowmaking. 
If new runs are developed to the west, water run-off will be mitigated both 
through the establishment of grasslands as well as detention ponds designed 
to mitigate run-off issues. 

11. SNOWMAKING DAMAGES HABITAT AND WATER   
 FLOWS TO AREA RIVERS. FALSE.  
Granite Peak Ski Area draws water from a local river during a two or three-
month period beginning in November.  The limited amounts of water taken 
have no material impact on water levels of area rivers. The time of year for 
snowmaking prevents impact on any breeding or spawning seasons. Water 
that is used for snowmaking makes its way back into the same river basin 
each spring. 



west, water run-off will be mitigated both through the establishment of grass-
lands as well as detention ponds designed to mitigate run-off issues. 

12. ADDITIONAL SNOWMAKING WILL CREATE  
 HAZARD OUS ROAD CONDITIONS. FALSE.  
Un-forecasted snow or ice can appear on local highways due to localized natural 
precipitation, steam from local power plants and occasionally from rare  
atmospheric conditions interacting with snowmaking operations.  Recent and  
ongoing snowmaking investments by Granite Peak are designed to avoid  
making snow when these atmospheric conditions are possible.  In addition,  
Wisconsin Highway officials have agreed to install signs on major area roadways 
before next season stating that snow can be on roads anytime between Nov-April, 
which will improve safety whatever the cause of snow or ice on local roads.

13. MORE SKI AREA DEVELOPMENT WILL MEAN    
 MORE NOISE AND LIGHT.  FALSE. 
Granite Peak has been replacing lighting for ski runs with new  
environmentally-friendly lights that are not only more energy efficient but also 
eliminate light pollution.  All new or replacement night lighting will utilize this new 
lighting technology.  Similar technological improvements have occurred to reduce 
noise from snowmaking and snow grooming equipment.



14. THE EXPANSION WILL CAUSE A DISTRUPTIVE  
 INCREASE IN TRAFFIC. FALSE. 
The increase in vehicle traffic due to the expansion would be modest and 
well within the design of the impacted roads with a few improvements 
that would accompany the ski area expansion.  

15. THE EXPANSION WILL CREATE A HUGE BURDEN  
 ON EMERGENCY SERVICES.  FALSE. 
The number of ambulance calls to Granite Peak during the 5-month ski season 
is small and has declined significantly in recent years, from 80 ambulance calls 
6 years ago to only 30 last ski season (about 1/week on average).  Granite Peak 
expects that although the expansion would increase the number of skiers, that 
due to ongoing improvements in snowmaking, grooming and ski equipment, the 
number of ambulance calls to Granite Peak will remain at these lower levels.





If you have additional questions,  
please contact  

lisaz@skigranitepeak.com  
for further information.


